. Alterations in the spleen index of male zebrafish exposed to different combinations of nitrite and microcystin-leucine arginine (MC-LR) for 30 d. Different letters above bars represent significant differences (p < 0.05). a Values are expressed as mean ± standard error (SEM). b MDL = minimum detection limit of nitrite (0.29 μM). c MDL = minimum detection limit of MC-LR (0.1 nM). 
Light Microscopic Observation
For the light microscopic study, spleens were first fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin. After 24 h, samples were dehydrated in 70% ethanol for 30 min, 80% ethanol for 30 min, 95% ethanol for 30 min and 100% ethanol for 15 min. Then, samples were hyalinized in a mixture of xylene and ethanol (v/v, 1:1) for 15 min and 100% xylene for 15 min. After being immersed in paraffin wax for 60 min at 58 °C, spleen samples
